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Story of First Baptist Churc

LAYING THE CORNERSTONE FOR THE NEW
Stufl Artist,

TO ITS PLACE

Fhoto by

HE laving of n cornergtone by any
orgnnizuation = flwnys 0 most
important ovent, and one which
mukes i polnt in fts histery. end-
Ing one epoch and beginning an-

other, an event ing forth Iln s past

a8 slgnificant as some monnment placed on
the fleld of o great battle, The First Bapiist
church huas reached a milestone in its hig-

tory, nndd Friday, January 16 laid the cor-
nerstopoe of the Handsome new church that

is to rlee ot Twenty-ninth avenuse and Hlar-
ney stroct, This event brings haok the his-
tory of the chureh, which has grown from

the smuallest strugeling cor thon Lo &

united and numerically stroag bod)

The First church i2 the mother of all the
PBapti=t congregations n the city and had
fts beginning In 18585, Rev. Mr. Stephens
during that year gathered a4 few ploneers
of the falth and began a mleslon and Sun-
day school at Fifteenth and Capitol avenue.
He contlnued In this work until 1867, and
there was no splritual head to the little
miszlon until the fall of the following year,
when caome Rev, G W, Barens He went
during the next year and the work was
discontinued for several years, the Kansas-
Nebraska trouliles and other politieal mat-
ters having a bad effect on church work.
In 185 new arrivals and some of the old
members moet In the courthouse and or-
ganized the PFirst Baptist church and a
mission Bunday school. None of tha char-
ter members are allve today.

Bervices were conducted until 1866 without
a pastor, and then came Rev. W. J. Ker-
mott. DProgperity followed and the Omahn
assoclation was formed, In 187 at a diree-
tors' meeting, at which Darius Pearce, W.
H, Churchill, Thomuas Bonner and Wataon
B. 8mith were present, a church wis de-
cided or to be bullt at Pifteenth and Daven-
port strects. It was to be of brick, 40x50
feet, two stories high and to cost 310,000, On
advice from Chicago the ground plan wns
enlarged by one-half. A temporary frame
chapel was put up on the foundations for
use until the bullding was finished, this
later being sold to the Seandinnvisen Bap-
tist congregation, In 1570 the church be-
came divided against liself, and Rev, Mr,
Kermott resigned. The First church called
Rev. J. W. Danlels and the same year Rev,
J. T. Bunderland became leader of the
branch, which was ecalled the Tabernacle
gchurch. He felt that two churches were
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not needed nnd, resjenlngg, effeciod o recon
clllution. During 1850 the church hod mony

accessions, but In the following ye; st
Mr. Dmniels went to Cedar Ruaplds From Ed
that time untdl 186 the church made Hite Iurk
advance and had the following pastors sl 1 hie
supplice for lig pulpit: E. . M. Burnhon. tlon

I <hurch, These

church and In November of the same yoor
forty-nine members In the Huanscom park
flet were given letters to found e

th-

put up the bhullding on

ivenue near Leavenworth, which s

Iin IFG letlers wore given Lo meml

present home of the upitel conpreza-

| Lid |

J, . Ruby, J. W, Donrelly, O, 1, Canger who founded the Firel chareh in Councll
Lloyd Morgan and H., E. Jamesun | 'nder Eluffa and In November of the following
the latter many strangers cume to the A forty=-clght members bhrancl el off and
chiurch and an attempt was mode L pay off formel ty patieh . belng glven the
e delir, J, W, Danisls Leing made a linan chapel oy foarh stroet,
clal ngent i the east Rev, J. W. lHarnis In B85S ey, Mr, Harmg resigr el and was
came to 1he chulch In Cotobier of 1500, and folloaed Ly Eey AL W, Lamuar, who te
during his services the congregation Lrew milecd until March, 1882 Flve thousiml
from 150 to 464  In 1585 the chureh becams doilur wos gpent In repaies Dr. W, P
free of debt, the bullding huving oo =t 54006, Huelllngs came during thia year from Mil-
$0,000 of which hud beon subeeribed Ly the Wit i ke I 119 mombers were given ke
American Baptist Home Misslonary secioty tee [ foutd Groce chiurch Dvecembor A,
The missionary spirit first began 1o grow POt thr chareh bullding wag burnod, being
at this period and Rey., C, B Hoeeler 14 Lototul low Insurisnce o ke amonnt of
came asglstant pastor amd s clispel costing 14 ) wiur rereived and gervices conducted
$1.000 was built on Twenty-fourth st « In tho Young Men's Christlan associution
near Coming, and he was put 14 churg roams for a yeur

In 1886 Rev. F. A, Genlus and otbers were
given letters Lo found the German Baptist
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fHE STONE WAS IN POBITION,

Finully otz costing $5.50 at Thirty-fifth
wnd Furnam stroels were tought and un old

bullding repalred al a cost of £.00) mors
ng a temporary chapel, In 1888 Hev, T, L.
Ketman succceded Rev, Mro Holllngs, At
thiz time the Ided of wilting the Flrst
church aml HEeth-Eden congregutlon grew
In fuvor and Auirast 10, 1803, a commit'ea
was appointed to meet with o committen
from the other church Hev, Mr, Ketman
veglgned wnd the unlon of the (wo wis
necomplisbed In the bullding of the BHeth-
Eden congregation Octolor 25, 100,

Gulng back to 1886 In Novembor of which
yeur Beth-Eden cohurch  wanr  pguthopined,
we find the new congregation beginning
an the fourth of that month under the
apirftual leadership of Rev, K, L. Housa,
who wis Tollowed in turn by Hev. R B
Hunvle, The new chureh was fortunate in
Ita location, while the residence part of the
clty rapidly drew oaway from the Pirst
church, the new branch was In the best
piart of thoe pew bullding district Land
wis purchased and the present church
bullding put up, D, D, D Odell was Lo
third pastor of this half of the present
church, and Dr. W, W. Evorelts the fwurth.,
Finally Dr. Allcry was eillvd and when the
union came he contlnued over the two
flocks, He was followed by the present
pastor, Rev, J. W, Conley,

In uniting the government of Deth-1Bden
war continued und the name of the Mrst
church, The agreement reached wos that
the property of the lutter should be held
In o trust fund to be used toward o bulld-
Ing to e erected gt n polnt to be selocted

by the two congrogations. The location
ot Harney streel 18 the resuit of thils com-
prowlee, being between the two old locas
tlonw, The First church had the lots nt

Fifteenth and Duavenport stfects and ot
Twenty-fifth and Farnam strocts, with the
chapel =tanding on the lutter The eth-
Eden church owned the two lots where the
church stands, which had cost $10.000, and
in addition & small cottugs, The Daven-
illl:[ strect property wos sold and the Far-
nam sirect lots were given with o bonus
of §1.200 for the new locatlon, There ree
mained on hund $£3.00 when the bullding
was begun, und the church now o use,
wihileh will bhe sold

The new church, Including all furnishings,
Is to cost $MLWD, of which 4,000 I8 now
avallable, leaving 5208 W be roalsed. The
siructure has been designed In the tallan
renalssance by Architect Johin MoeDonald,
1te architecetural features will be lonle
stone eodumng of which there are to be nix
o Park avenue, and pllasters, large art
gluss windows al the gides, lighting the
auditorium and the Interlor dome over the
game with a skylight The exterlior will
e of gray pressed brick and Dedford stone,
The bhullding will be over all §7% by 100%

(Corntlnued on ‘age Bixicen.)



